March 30, 1983 LB 539

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Any di scussion on the committee anendnents?
If not, the question |Is the adoption of the conmttee anmend-
ments. Those in i'avor vote aye, opposed nay. We are

voting on the adoption of the commttee anendnments. Record,
Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of committee anend-
ments, M. President.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Before we return to the bill, Senator
Carsten, may | gust introduce friends of Senator Pirsch
under the South bal cony, her daughter, Pam Plrsch, and
her friend, Nancy Quziec. Would you pl ease stand and be
recogni zed. Thank you. Now back to the bill, Senator
Carsten.

SENATOR CARSTEN: M. President and nenbers of the Legis-
|lature, LB 539 Is a bill that is areturn bill froma
year ago that we passed, was signed by the Governor, and
was adopt ed, but because of some difficulties with some
of the people that It involved, there was an in/unction
put on it and it was never fully enacted. In the nean-
time, now there has been considerabl e anount of negoti -
ati on between those that oh/ected to the bill and those
that were interested in the bill, those that were going
toinplement it, and it appears at this point that we have
it in shape that is workable and can be operative. To

speak to the bill basically now, It provides for, first
of all, for an explicit definition of agricultural |ine.
It provides for standards for the Director of Agriculture
in determning standards for the agricultural Iime. It

also clarifies howthis will be done versus the old | aw
stating nationally recognized standards. It defines
agricultural lime slurry and it provides for definitions
of manufacturers, quarries, distributors, retailers, and
other individuals selling limng materials. |t provides
for promul gation of rules and regul ati on based upon
proven standards. It clarifies the adulteration of the
product, specifies how |ining products are registered,
provides for labeling, clarifies the responsibility of
registration, and it clears up the question of who pays
the tonnage tax to admini.ster the program and provides
that all limng materials marketed in Nebraska will be
registered. It also provides for standard on rul es

and regul ation and standards that are recogni zed by

the industry. It clarifies the penalty provisions In
this act. This bill will allow for the Departnent of
Agriculture to use the sane formcurrently bei ng used
for registration and taxing of fertilizers and soll con-
ditioners I n Nebraska. The main purpose of this bill



